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FROM: 


SUBJECT: 


ad 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 


SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 


DATE December 19, 1997 


OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE FILE NO. 


REN,COMMANDER TO: MICHAEL ARANDA, CAPTAIN 
STANDARDS LANCASTER STATION 
AND TRAINING DIVISION 


EXECUTIVE FORCE REVIEW COMMITTEE 
FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS-- 
HIT SHOOTING, MARCH 8, 1997, IAB REVIEW #1025440 


The purpose of this memo is to notify you of the review committee’s findings and 
recommendations concerning the use of deadly force incident which occurred on March 8, 
1997. 


The committee met on December 18, 1997 and consisted of myself and Commanders 


Steven A. Day (Custody Division) and Dennis C. Dahlman (€ Services Division). The 
committee determined that the use of deadly force by Deputy 
was within department policy. Please advise the deputy of this finding. 

‘he committee recommends that you counsel and conduct a training discussion with 

egarding remaining at the immediate scene o | 

this incident. 
Accompanying this memo is the original PSTD Response Team package which contains 
the IAB and Training Bureau reports. Please evaluate the included material and complete 
and sign the enclosed form documenting your recommendations and actions and return the 


PSTD Response Team package to me through your division chief within 30 days. 
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Letter of Opinion on Deputy Involved Shooting 


Los-Angr'es County Sheriff's D-»artment 
Officer Involved Shooting 


E (007-07319-1126-050 Time: 0602 HOURS 
City or Station: LANCASTER SHERIFF'S STATION Nature of reident 
: ATTEMPTED MURDER - DEPUTY INVOLVED SHOOTING - SUSPECT DEAD 
Location: 43530 NORTH 17th STREET WEST i 
LANCASTER, CALIFORNIA. ; | 
Location Type Lighting (oircie only one) : Initiated by (circle only one) : 
| Backyard 
Beach tion 
Business Street One Person Unit 
Frooway oma Other 
Industrial | x “ 7 Search Warrant 
Park Weather (cicle only one) : print A Two Person Unit 
Pasting Lot Startle í 
Ei ye Fog Struggle Involved Prior Activity (circle only one) = 
Set Rain Traffic Stop Detective 
nee Unarmed Person inmate Transport 
Street ñ Ober 
" THREE FEET 
"Total ol Shots Fired by Suspect 


| PRES E ithe EA 
| oro NT ypa (circle only one) : 

irst : 

MICHAEL | 


First Name LL if ) + lit Type (circle only one) : 
y 3 Day Regular Overtime Off Duty 


Witness to shooting 
Involved in shooting , 


Witness to shooting 
Involved in shooting 


RODNEY 
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Arrival Dat MARCH 8, 1997 


First Name 


BENNY 


FirstName ROGER y 


(AD) Abdomen 
(AK) Ankle 
(AR) Arm 
(BK) Back 
(BT) Buttocks 
(CH) Chest 
(EL) Elbow 
(FA) Face 
(FE) Feet 
(FI) Fingers 
(GE) Genitals 
(GR) Groin 
(HD) Hands 
(HE) Head 
(H) Hip 
(IN) Internal 

Soft Tissue Damage (KN) Knees 

(ST) SprainvTwists (LE) Leg 

(NK) Nock 

4 i (SH) Shoulder 

Refused Med Treatment | (WR) Wrist 


NONE 


Type of injury 
(Code) 


Body Part 
(Code) 


Ammunition? 
(YN). 


See Front Side - . 


Wofficer involved Shooting 
Involved Employee Information 


unn: _097-07319-1126-050 


Raid Jacket no Vest 
PPI Qualification Date: 


fothing (cirete only one) = 

Plain Clothes no Vest Raid Jacket w/ Vest 
Plain Clothes w Vest Uniform no Vest 
Raid Jacket no Vest. Uniform w/ Vest 


[Age: ————— Height 


[Range Qualification Date: 


Prior Shootings: 
Certified with Weapon Used? [C] “| Patrol Certificati an dea 
[Field Training Officer Emp Y “First Name — 

Field Training Offcer Emp # Last Name Firei Name MT. 


First Namo 


“Place: | Rank LS Work Assignment (Uni Y, Module, ele): 


SubstanceUsed: 


[SRIRTim 7 
EM ‘oa Oey n EE a, Intoxication/Drug Usage? O 
Hospital Admission? []_ | Hospital Name: Coroner Case? [—] eE | intorviewed? [7] 
Pe aan ir soon Duy Tine nj: ing (cieie only ona): | Other Factors: 
Plain Clothes no Vest Raid Jacket w Vest 
i Aga: Haight Woight Plain Clothes w/ Vest Uniform no Vest 
i Raid Jacket no Vest Uniform w/ Vest 5 li 
[Range Gualification Date: PPI Qualification Dale: Laser Training Date: 
“| certified with Weapon Used? [7] | Patrol Cortication? |) Mena Unit: Prior Shootings? |) [Reese ‘Shootings 
ig [Field Training Officer Emp # Tast Name FirstName ELLI 
Field Training Ocana Tasi Name First Name a MI. 
Eo : 
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Suspect Information Pago _4 of 6 


Social Sécurity TE | Drivers License $: JI 
FBI G o |] | cie: 


| Primary Charge: — 6641187 P.C. Secondary Charge: 


Coroner Case E: E IntoxicatiowDřug Usage? [x] [eec METHAMPHETAMIN | | 


Mental iliness? || | Criminal History? 


State & Zip Code: 


Intoxicatior/Drug Usage? O 
Mental liness? || 


State & Zip Code: 


Social Security #: Driver's License 4: 


Age: DOB. Haight: Weight Fae 


cla: 


First Name 


City: State & Zip Code: 


Driver's License #: 


Criminal History? |). 
Model: Year: 


SUPPLEMENCAL NON-EMPLOYEQ) WITNESSES 


Los Angeles County Sheriff”s Department 


ka 


Zp Code 


Last Name a > - First S| 


Street Addres Zip Code| 


Last Namel j ay First Name] 


Street Address Zip Codi 


Street Addres 


Last Name a First Name] 


Street Addres Zip Code| 


Last Namai SA - < First Namo 


Street Address] 


ESE 
Last Nar 


Street Address 
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Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 
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Street Addr 


fast Name fll Mi 

Street Address] City 

Last Nam E 3 E M. 

Street Address Ciy 

T Se A — 

Street Address Ciy Zip Code] 

Last Namel A First Nar “Mal _ 
Street Address City Zp 

Last Name First Name] Ma. 

Street Address City Zip Code 

[Last Name | —_ € Name s Eo E 


Street Addr 


LastName ~ — “First Name aa Mi. 

[Street Address AY Ode Waki Home 

AA e - — 

Street Address City Zip Code Work Ph 

[Last Name E a Sa ~ First Name 

Street Address City Zp Codo Work Ph Home Ph 

Last Name = ~ OS > 

Street Address Work Ph Home Ph 
sitamani 

Last Name 

Straat Address Work Ph Home Ph 


Last Name First Name M.I. 


Street Address City Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 


O O 
INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY. 


The summary of this incident is based upon reports (Exhibit A), memorandum and taped interviews 
contained in this packet. This summary is preliminary and does not include an interview of the 
Department members involved in the incident by the Internal Affairs Bureau (IAB) investigators. 
Their accounts were obtained from the Homicide Buréau detectives who were at the scene and 
interviewed deputy involved. 


„On March 8, 1997, Lieutenant Ben Nottingham, Sergeants Roger Zombek and Jerry Greene of 
TAB, were notified that a ity was dispatched to a priority call of a suspicious circumstance, at 
the E-Z 8 Motel, Room The deputy was instructed to contact the manager who heard there 
were problems in the room. When the motel manager tried to contact the occupants of the room, he 
‘was told, by a male voice, that if he, the manager, tried to open the door to the room, he, male voice, 
would kill him. Additional units were assigned to assist the deputy. 


After back up units arrived, Deputy Nordman, the first deputy dispatched to the scene (Exhibit B) 
and other deputies attempted to gain entry to the room, first by knocking, then by forcing the door 
open, using the pass key (Exhibit C). Their attempts to open the door were unsuccessful because 
the suspect was holding the door closed. During attempts to gain entry into the room, deputies 
glimpsed into the room and saw the suspect was holding a large knife (Exhibit D). 

A Sergeant was requested. Shortly. after, deputies heard a woman screaming inside the room. The 
decision was made to throw a rock through the window of the room to gain access. Once the 
window was broken and the curtain pulled back, Deputy ho was standing closest to the 
window, could see the suspect standing over a woman. The suspect was holding a knife in one hand 
and the woman was being held down_on the bed with his other hand. The suspect’s motions 
indicated he was stabbing her. Deputy, long with the other deputies, repeatedly told the 
suspect to drop the knife. The suspect ignored the deputies’ orders and continued to stab the victim 
against all of her defenses.. 


Deput: fired one round from his semiautomatic pistol, striking the suspéct. The suspect fell 
onto, the , Simultaneous to the other deputies making entry to the room. The suspect was 
immediately handcuffed and Paramedics were called. The suspect was pronounced dead and the 
victim was transported to the hospital. 


Victim ++ interviewed by Homicide Bureau investigators: at Lancaster 
Sheriff's Station. Sergeants Roger Zombek and Jerry Greene of Internal Affairs Bureau were 
present. victim a investigators that she had known Suspect Todd Tetrick for three years, 


during which time he had been in and out of prison; the total time of their physical relationship has 
been approximately four months. They were not married. 


March 8, 1997. Victim aid that Suspect Tetrick was shooting up: methamphetamine 
(Exhibit E) in the bathroom an acting paranoid, accusing Victim f calling his parole 
officer whom he had not checked in with since being paroled from prison. 


Wa net the. ae at the motel and checked in between 0030 and 0100 hours, on 


At one point Suspect Tetrick grabbed her by the hair and pulled her back on the bed. He was 
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twisting his knife in one hand and holding her down on the bed with the other. She felt he wanted 
to use the knife on her, so she grabbed the knife and they struggled over it. Suspect Tetrick started 
sockin; icking her in the face. He continued to get angrier and told-her to shut up, telling 
Victim) that if they, (unknown who “they” could be), came through the door, he would kill 
her. Each time he heard someone outside, he stabbed at her with his knife. 


The motel manager arrived at the door to the room and announced himself, telling them to open the 
door. Suspect Tetrick would not open the door. Suspect Tetrick told Victim a. tell the motel 
manager to go away or he would kill her. The manager left the location. 

Suspect Tetrick remained standing at the door when police arrived. He was extremely agitated. The 
police ordered Suspect Tetrick to open the door. He told the police to go away, and give him two 
hours and he wouldn’t hurt Victim EE Suspect Tetrick then told to the police that he would 
kill Victim they entered the room and that he was not playing. During that time Suspect 
Tetrick rapped on the door with the knife (Exhibit F). Sometimes he would strike the door with the 
butt of the knife and sometimes with the tip of the knife. 


When the police tried to force open the door, Suspect Tetrick held it closed by keeping the heel of 

edged into the floor and his body weight against the door. During one attempt Victim 

told investigators the police yelled to each other, “The suspect has a knife,” and 

immediately started ordering him (Suspect Tetrick) to put the knife down, and come out of the 
room. 


‘would break the window to get in. Todd told the police, “go ahead, 111 kill her.” Victim] 

said she started screaming for the police to go away. A moment later, the police broke the window 
(Exhibit G). vice iia several. deputies order Suspect Tetrick to put the knife down at 
least six to eight times. 


The police told Suspect Tetrick, if he didn’t put the knife down and come ‘out of the mii ae 


Victim said she was seated beneath the window (Exhibit H). She felt the glass shatter on, 
her, then Suspect Tetrick, who was holding the knife above his head, lunged at her from the 
doorway. He squatted over her, with one hand on the floor and the other hand holding the knife 
above his head. He was attempting to stab her. She blocked his advances by kicking at him. At the 
same ti ard a gun shot and the suspect fell back onto the bed, the knife still in his hand. 
Victim) ept her foot against the suspect while the deputies entered: the room yelling for 
him to put the knife down (Exhibit I). ` 


Victim Eb elieves Suspect Tetrick would have killed her if the police had not arrived when 
they did, because Suspect Tetrick’s violence was escalating. She thought people outside of the room 
could have heard her telling Suspect Tetrick to calm down. She remembers saying in a panicked, 
loud voice, “Dopey, stop, you're hurting me!” (Dopey is the suspect's nickname.) 


Vien said she has been victimized by Suspect Tetrick who had just been released from 
prison 10 ‘days prior-to the incident. Suspect Tetrick was on methamphetamine and acting paranoid. 
The.victim had been beaten and stabbed over a period of approximately four to five hours, when 
the police arrived. At the end she felt that Suspect Tetrick was going to kill her. 


Deputy Nordman told Homicide Investigators he was working 111K, early morning shift, a one 
person'car. At approximately 0545 h he was assigned to handle a call at the EZ 8 Motel and 
"see the-motel-manager, Mr. outside the motel office. The manager told Deputy 
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Nordman that somebody in Room Maca the desk and asked to speak to a lieutenant. The 
caller did not identify himself or give any further details. Mrih aid the room had been rented 
to a female. 


The motel manager showed Deputy Nordman the location of Room d explained that after 
the phone call to the desk, he knocked on the door to see if someone needed help. He could hear a 
person mumbling inside the room. It'sounded to him like a person was in distress. After knocking 
harder with no response, he used his manager's pass key to gain entry into the room. He could not 
open the door even by pushing it with his body weight. The door seemed to be blocked by 
something inside. As he continued to force the door, he heard a male voice say, from inside the 
room, “If you come in, I’m gonna kill you.” At that time he backed away from the door and called 
the police. > 


Deputy Nordman told investigators that when he reached Room 7. took up a position north 
of the door. Deputy Nordman tapped on the door with his flashlight and yelled, “Sheriff’s 
Department.” Deputy Norman could hear scurrying from inside of the room. Something hit the door 
from inside of the room. Hé again tapped on the door and identified himself. He heard two popping 


noises come from within the room that sounded like a .22 caliber weapon being fired. The manager 


and Deputy Nordman backed away from the door. 


Adams, Acton, d his partner arrived within a minute. Deputy Nordman explained to the 
assisting deputies: what he had heard and that he felt someone had shot himself or another person 
inside the room. ` 


Deputy Nordman ss: backup and advised them of the situation and his location. Deputies 


Deputy Nordman requested a Sergeant to the location, because the deputies felt they would have to 
make a forced entry into the room. Deputy Nordman returned to his position north side of the door. 
The deputies contained the room at a safe distance while Deputy Nordman tapped on the door. 


Deputies nd Adams yelled, “Sheriff's Department.” Deputy Adams told the other deputies 


that he saw the curtains moved by the suspect, and to move away from the door. 


Sergeant Jackson arrived approximately three minutes after having been requested to the location. 
Deputy Nordman explained-to Sergeant Jackson the situation as it had occurred thus far. Deputy 

‘old Sergeant Jackson he felt they had to make entry because Deputy Adams héard'a 
woman's voice, inside the room, crying for help: a 


Deputies Miian Adams tried to open the door with the managers pass key. During the attempt 
to open the door they could see the suspect holding a large knife. Deputy| elled at the suspect’ 
to drop the knife approximately six times. The deputies were not able to gain entry into the room 
before the suspect closed the door and latched the dead bolt from inside. 


Sergeant Jackson and the deputies decided that due to the urgency of the situation, breaking the 
window with a rock would be the most expedient way to gain entry into the room. Sergeant Jackson 
directed Deputy lo throw the rock through the window and into the room. Deputy] 
picked up the rock and threw it, at a southeast angle, through the window. As he held his service 
pistol at his waist with his right hand, removed his expandable baton from his belt with his left hand. 
He swept the glass from the broken window with his baton, catching the heavy window curtain and 
holding it to the side as he completed the motion. 


‘Deputy Nordman told Homicide Investigators that he maintained armed containment north of the 
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door to protect Deputies Acton and Adams who were in front of the window. One of the 
deputies cleared the glass from the window with his PR-24. There was a woman screaming inside 
the room. Depor ulled the window curtain away from the window. 


` E 
Deputy Nordman told investigators that his position allowed him to see inside of the room. The 
suspect, who was holding a knife, was standing approximately three feet į of Deputy, 
Deputy Adams was in front of the window, standing to the left of Deru ils Deputy Acton 
was standing to the right of Deputy Biin all had their weapons drawn. uty dred 
the suspect to drop the knife at least 10 times. The suspect ignored the orders. 


Deputy Nordman could see the suspect had a struggling woman pinned on the floor at the southwest 
corner of the room between the wall and the night stand of the bed. Shé was defensively holding 
her bloody hands up near her face, looking toward the deputies and screaming for help at the top of 
her lungs. The suspect seemed to be moving with the struggling victim so as to get a clear path to 
stab her. 


Deputy ad his weapon directed at the suspect. Deputy Nordman heard one shot from 
Deputy] eapon, and the suspect fell onto the bed. Deputies Adams and Acton made entry 
into the room. The suspect was sprawled on the bed, still moving with the knife in his right hand. 
The knife was removed and the suspect was taken to the floor and handcufféd (Exhibit J). The 
suspect’s movement stopped as Deputy Acton checked for a pulse. The victim was removed from 
the room, paramedics were requested, and she was then transported to the hospital for her injuries 


(Exhibit K). 

Deputy Deck told Homicide Investigators that he had been working Unit early morning shift 
with his partner Deputy [They heard the call come out at the EZ 8 Motel, and responded to 
back up the handling unit. 


Deputy Deck said when he and his partner arrived at the EZ 8 Motel, they were told about two 
unidentified pops coming from inside the motel room. The handling deputy tried to get the 
occupants attention by knocking on the door several times, while another deputy knocked on the 
window. The suspect peered out the curtains from inside the room but would not open the door. 
When the suspect was not by the windows, Deputy Deck said he could hear commotion, like a’ 
struggle, coming from inside the room. 


Deputy Deck told Homicide Investigators that the attempt to gain entry through the door was 
negative. However, during the efforts of attempting to open the door, one of the deputies observed 
that the suspect had a knife in his hand. At the same time, Deputy Deck could hear a female in the 
room yelling for help or something similar. 


Deputy Deck said that he could understand some words coming from the room but not exactly in 
order of how they may have been said. 


Deputy Deck said Dep cc out that, “she’s yelling for help!” De pun A ok arock 
from the planter and advised the suspect several times, “Gi now, we re going to throw the rock 
through the window, we're going to come in.” Deputy] 'hrew the rock through the window 
and pulled the curtains back. Deputy Deck said he was positioned south of the window, next to 
Deputy BR tn he made eye contact with the suspect. The suspect had a crazed look in his 
“eyes, holding a huge knife in his right hand above his head. The knife looked like a machete. 
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Deputy Deck said that DeputyMlllcommanded the suspect to “Drop the knife.” The females 
screams became intense. One deputy said, “He's going to stab her.” He then heard Deputy] 

weapon fire one time. The suspect turned and fell onto the bed. The deputies entered the room an 
the knife was taken from the suspect. The suspect was placed onto the floor and handcuffed. 


Deputy Deck told to the investigators that he then saw the female for the first time, lying beneath 
the window covered with blood. The female had a large cut on her calf, and looked horrified. 
Deputy Deck rendered aid to the female until paramedics arrived and then he interviewed the motel 
manager. 


Sergeant Jackson told Homicide investigators that he was working early morning shift, when he 
monitored a call for service, that of a woman screaming at the EZ 8 Motel. Shortly after the 
handling unit arrived he was requested to respond. 


Sergeant Jackson said he saw deputies were containing a room of the motel when he arrived. He 
was informed that there was a man in the room who had a problem and the man told the motel 
manager he would kill him if he tried to enter the room. He was told that there were screams from 
a female and gunshots heard coming from the same room. 


Sergeant Jackson telephoned the room with negative results. Sergeant Jackson heard a female 
screaming inside of the room. The motel manager was directed by Sergeant Jackson to use his pass 
key to unlock the door to the room. The deputies were unsuccessful ip gaining entry through the 
unlocked door. The female’s screaming continued so Depar Ml ete breaking the 
window with a rock to gain entry. 


Sergeant Jackson said, that as he was walking back to his patrol vehicle to secure the battering ram, 
the female screams became frantic. Sergeant Jackson said he told Depot O use the rock, to 


smash the window toward the corner, so the female would not be injured. 


weapon ‘drawn, yelled “He's got a knife! Drop the knife!”. Deput peated, “Drop the 
Knife,” several times. Deput; j a moment longer, in an effort to allow the suspect to 
put the knife down. Finally, Deputy hot the suspect, as the other deputies and Sergeant 
Jackson entered the room through the door. , 


Sergeant Jackson said Deputy Moe out the window, pulled i: and with his 


Sergeant Jackson said he saw the female victim lying on the floor between the window and bed. 
She was cut up and bloody. Her injuries looked severe. Paramedics were requested 


Deputy Acton told Homicide Investigators that he was working early morning shift with his partner 
Deputy DeLima. Deputy Acton said he monitored the 927 call at the EZ 8 Motel given to Deputy 
Nordman and responded to assist on the call. Deputy Acton said he received additional information 


. Over the MDT, indicating the manager at the motel had been threatened with his life by an- 


individual in Room 


Deputy Acton said that when he and his partner arrived at the motel; they took up containment, on 
the south side of the building by the stairwell, at a safe distance from the room. He could see Deputy 
Nordman standing on the north side of the door to Room and Deputy Adams standing on the 
south side of the door. Deputy Nordman was talking to Deputy Adams and telling him what he had 
heard, that of two banging noises, and possibly.gunshots from inside the room. - 
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Deputy Acton said that due to the circuinstances, a supervisor was requested. Shortly thereafter, 
Sergeant Jackson arrived at the location. While Deputy Nordman briefed Sergeant Jackson, Deputy 
>< into Deputy Nordman s position of containment. When the deputies heard a female 
cry for help it was decided they would have the motel manager use his pass key. The door had to be 
forced open, with the weight of Deputies Nordman, Adams, an gainst it. The door opened 
enough for them to see a male holding a knife standing behind it. Someone yelled, “He’s got a 
knife!”. The suspect slammed and locked the door. Attempts to reopen the door met with negative 
results. 


Deputy Acton said he was south of the door, about eight feet and could see the suspect peek out 
through the curtain while his back was up against the room entry door. The sergeant made plans to 
get the battering ram out of his patrol vehicle. While doing so, Deputies d Adams heard 
the female call for help. They said they could not wait for the ram. Deput: aid he was going 
to throw a rock through the window and was asking Sergeant Jackson for. approval. Sergeant 
Jackson approved. 


Deputy brew the rock, broke and cleared the window, pulled the curtain out and looked into 
the room. Deputy Mas sc; ipe at the suspect, “Put the knife down! Put the knife down!” 
There was a delay, then Deputy} hot the suspect. 


The manager opened the door and Deputies Acton and Alain entered the room and took charge of 
the injured suspect, holding a knife in his right hand. 


Deputy DeLima told Homicide Investigators that while working early morning shift with. his 
partner Deputy Acton, they assisted in a call of a 415 boyfriend/girlfriend call at the EZ 8 Motel. 
Deputy DeLima was given the information about the threat to the motel manager and the two bangs 
that came from the motel room on his MDT. 


Deputy DeLima said that when he and his partner arrived at the motel, he took up a position at the 
southwest corner of the motel behind a parked truck, and his partner Deputy Acton took a position 
close to the building then moved in to south of the window of Room 


Deputy DeLima gave essentially the same information to the Homicide Investigators as the other 
witnesses who were at the location. 


Deputy Alain told Homicide Investigators he was working 114A, e: orning shift, with his 
partner Deputy Adams, when they received a call to EZ 8.Motel, Room regarding an unknown 
circumstance. The call read, “The motel manager had checked the room and attempted to make 
contact with the occupant who threatened to kill the motel managerif he entered the room” (Exhibit 
L).* 


Deputy Alain said that they parked southeast of Room Mano contacted the motel manager, who 
repeated the information already provided. Deputy Alain, with other deputies, approached the door 
to Room ttempted to contact the male inside by knocking on the door and advised they were 
from the Sheriff’s Department. The male was ordered to open the door and. come'out. The male 
inside the room was saying something, however, it was not understandable. 


The male refused to open the room door, so the motel manager was asked to use his pass key. 
Deputies Adams, Alain and possibly another deputy pushed on the room door. They were only able 
to open it a couple of inches, when Deputy Alain saw.the suspect with a knife in his hand. He:said, 
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“the suspect has a knife,” and the deputies backed off. The suspect closed the door and used the 
dead bolt: 


Moments later Deputy Alain said he heard screaming from'a female inside of the room, The cries 
sounded distressed and scared and it was obvious to him the cries were for help. Deputy, old 
Sergeant Jackson that he felt they had to gain entry to the room as soon as possible, as the woman 
was in imminent danger. 


The window of Roo vas broken out with a rock and the deputies were yelling things like, 
“Put the knife down! Stop stabbing her! Put the knife down! Were gonna shoot!” Then a shot rang 
out. Deputy Alain was standing next to the door at the time of the shot and instructed the manager 
to open the door with the pass key. The suspect was lying on the bed, face up with the knife in his 
right hand. Deputy Alain. said the knife was secured to the suspect’s hand with some type of 
bandana, which was tied to the knife then wrapped around the suspect's hand. Deputy Alain said 
he removed the knife from the suspect's hand and tossed the knife on the floor away from the 
suspect's reach. Deputies Alain and Acton dragged the suspect off the, bed to the floor and 
handcuffed him. 


Deputy Alain saw the female victim crouched, semi-seated, on the floor, by the"window. She was 
shaking, screaming and covered with blood. Her knees had two gaping wounds. 


Deputy Adams told Homicide Investigators that he had been working 114A, early morning shift, 
with his partner Deputy Alain when they received a call to assist.111K, Deputy Nordman at the EZ 
8 Motel. The call directed them to check the area for the manager, at the motel, who had been 
threatened by the occupant of Room 


Deputy Adams said that while he and his partner were en route to the call, they were contacted over 
local tactical frequency, and asked to expedite their response because Deputy Nordman heard two 
popping sounds come from inside the room. Deputy Nordman believed the sounds were'gunshots. 


Deputy Adams told to the Investigators that Deputy Nordman attempted to knock on the door of 
Room HB A male voice from inside of the room said, “Get the fuck outta here! Just leave me 
alone! Go away!” The occupant of the room would not open the door and come out. 


As Deputy Nordman briefed Sergeant Jackson about the situation, Deputy Adams said he took a 
position south of the door of Room BN Deputies Adams and eard a woman in the room 
yelling for help. Du Ua red yelled to Sergeant Jackson, stating that he -felt it was 


necessary to make immediate entry into the room. An attempt to open the door by use of the: 


manager pass key met with negative results, with the exception of observing the suspect had a knife 
in his hand. 

The sequence of events from that point is consistent with the other witness statements. 

Deputy oid Homicide Investigators that he was working arly morning shift, with his 
partner, Deputy Deck. He and his partner were in the station when the call to the EZ 8 Motel was 
dispatched. They -assigned themselves to assist on the call, arrived at the location within five 
minutes and parked their vehicle east of Room E] i 


Deputy i< that Deputies Nordman and Adams told him that some in the room; but 
the person was not acknowledging the order to open the door. Deputy/ ook up Deputy 
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Nordman's position when Sergeant Jackson arrived, so that Sergeant Jacksoiiipould be briefed. 


Deputy id that he and Deputy Adams continued to order the occupant to open the door. 
Deputy] could hear muffled sounds of a woman's voice inside the room, mostly 
unintelligible, cries of the woman calling for help. The manager who was standing nearby, had the 
motel room pass key, so Deputy dered him to unlock the door. 


When the door was unlocked, Deputies ind Adams began to push against the door to gain 
entry. Their efforts were met with resistance from inside the room. After a few tries they were able 
to crack the door open approximately 5 inches. Deputy Maid he could see an adult male, who 
was standing with the entire left side of his back against the interior side of the door. The suspect 
held a very large knife, in his right hand, next to his face. Deputy Paid he made eye contact 
with the suspect and saw he had a crazed look on his face, reminiscent of a person intoxicated on 
PCP or Methamphetamine. Realizing the suspect could easily slash out at any of the deputies near 
the doorway, Deput: mmediately backed away-from the door, and yelled to the other 
deputies that the suspect had a knife. The door was immediately slammed shut and locked. 


During the time the door was cracked open Deputy aid he saw a bloody foot of another 
person, on the floor to the right of the doorway. Deput aid he yelled to other deputiés, 
“Somebody“s.down- on the ground, we gotta get in there!” De isa he then yelled to 
Sergeant Jackson to get the battering ram, because they needed more force to get into the room. 


Deputy aia he heard a woman inside the room repeatedly scream, “He’s got a knife! He’s 
gonna kill me!” Deputy AA that the foot he had seen would put-the person lying just below 
the window of the motel room. Deputy elled towards the Sergeant to forget the ram and he 
broke out the window with a rock, at the same time swept the glass with his baton and pulled back 
the curtains as he completed the motion. , 


over the, . The distance between Deputy] d the suspect was approximately three feet. 
Deputy as facing east toward the window, his gun, which he held close.to his waist, was 
directed at the suspect through the broken window. 


Deputy SAI he saw the suspect =e a knife in his right hand, blade side down, standing 


The suspect, who was crouched leaning over the victim, was holding her with his left hand and was 
slashing at the victim with the knife in his right hand. The victi flailing her hands, arms, feet 
and legs at the suspect in an effort to fend him off. poo Ml ia that was as much of the 
victim's body he could see. 


Deputy Maid he yelled at the suspect repeatedly to, “Drop the knife!” The suspect ignored his 
orders and raised the knife above his head. Deputy, aid it was obvious-the suspect, whose 
attention was focused on the victim, intended to thrust the knife into her. Deputy ic he 
" heard a voice in the background tell him, “He's gonna stab her, shoot him!” 


to direct the gun barrel directly at the crouched suspect. Deputy fired one round into the 
suspect. The suspect hunched over, turned, and fell, face down on the bed, with the knife still in his 
right hand. 


When the suspect started to thrust the knife into the victim, oe fe his gun at his wrist 


Deputy Mia he maintained a surveillance of the suspect from the window. He looked into 
the room and saw the victim on the floor beneath him, covered in blood. As the other deputies 
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entered the room, Deputy paid he told them to secure the knife from the downed suspect and 
toget the victim out of the room. The suspect rolled over on the bed, his eyes were open and his 
hands were twitching, 


After the situation was neutralized, Deputy Baia he de-cocked and holstered his weapon, 
Sergeant Jackson talked with him for a moment while the scene containment was set up, and within 
ten minutes of the incident, he was transported to Lancaster Sheriff's Station. 


Homicide Investigator Bice interview at the EZ 8 Motel. intetvi 
recorded. MM ana his managers of the motel. They 


and provided the following information: 


o: Investigator Bice that at approximately 0530 hours, the motel night clerk MN 


ived a telephone call from Room he callers voice was that of a male and asked 
to speak to a sergeant or a lieutenant. felt the request was strange and asked the caller wh: 
he meant. The caller disconnected the call and left the telephone off the hook in the room. vB 
tried to redial the number but it was busy. 


Mi ent to Room T knocked on the door. There was no respon: returned to 
the clerk’s office and calle dd advised him what had occurred. vill recon the 
registration card for information regarding the occupants in the room. He saw. the room was a 
designated handicapped room, and there was a woman registered in it. 


Mr eit that there may have been a medical emergency in the room, so he went to the room, 
knocked on the door and identified himself as the manager, asking if there is a problem inside. The 
door was locked, and there was no response from the occupant, even after he said he had to get into 
the room. The door moved about 1/4-of an inch, not enough to clear the door jamb, then it was 
forcibly shut from inside and re-locked. A male voice yelled through the door, “If you try to get into 
this room again, I will kill you!” 


Mr ola Investigator Bice he immediately backed away from th r, radioed rire 
the clerk, to call the Sheriff's Office, as there was a problem in Room The first deputy arrive 
within four minutes. Mr valked back to Room while explaining what had occurred. 
When they got to the door of Room he deputy Knocked on the door three times with his 
flashlight. On the third knock, they heard 2 sharp reports (noise sounded like gunshots) come from 
inside the room. i 


Mr aa subsequent statements about the incident that were consistence with the deputy 
“witnesses. 
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 
BUREAU OF SPECIAL OPERATIONS e SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS DIVISION 


GIL GARCETTI + District Attorney ALLEN D. FIELD + Director 
SANDRA L. BUTTITTA + Chief Deputy District Attorney 
ROBERT P. HEFLIN + Assistant District Attorney 


June 26, 1997 


Captain Don Mauro 

Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 
Homicide Bureau 

4700 Ramona Boulevard 

Monterey Park, California 91754-2169 


Dear Captain Mauro: 


Re: S.I.D. File #: 100-8235 /97-0254 
L.A.S.O. File #: 097-07319-1126-050 


The Special Investigations Division of the Los Angeles County District Attorney's 
Office has completed its review of the March 8, 1997, fatal shooting of Todd Tetrick 


by Los Angeles County Deputy sheri MI We have concluded that the 
shooting was a lawful exercise in defense of another. 


The following analysis is based solely on reports prepared by the Los Angeles County 
Sheriff's Department, Homicide Bureau, received by this office on June 10, 1997, an 
oral presentation by Detective Mary Bice, and an examination of 102 photographs 
taken at the scene of the shooting.1 No independent investigation has been 
conducted by members of this office. 


FACTUAL ANALYSIS 


In the early morning hours of Saturday, March 8, 1997, Todd Tetrick and 

ented a room at the EZ 8 Motel located at 43530 North 17th Street West, 
Lancaster. At approximately 2:30 a.m ect their room and walked across the 
street to buy a pack of cigarettes. As she left, Tetrick was in the bathroom injecting 
methamphetamine. She returned approximately 30 minutes later and noticed that 
Tetrick was acting paranoid. He accused her of calling his parole officer, and said 
that his parole officer and the police were coming to their motel room in order to 
arrest him. Tetrick took out a large survival type knife, and calle in to the 
bathroom while he injected another dose of methamphetamine. 


1, These photographs will be returned to the Sheriff's Department. 
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Shortly after this second injection of drugs, Tetrick used the telephone to call the 
motel manager's office. cic investigators that Tetrick said, “You better tell 
them to get away from here or I’m going to kill her”. 


Robert {the manager of the motel, went to ma iine room 


rented), and attempted to contact Ms] When he tried to use his passkey to 
enter the room, the door was forcibly pushed closed from the inside. He heard a 
male voice say, “If you try to get into this room again, I will kill you” PA hen 
contacted the Sheriff's department. 


Deputy Nordman was the first officer to arrive at the motel YE explained the 
reason for the call. Nordman andl'alked over to room] and Nordman 
knocked on the door and announced, “Sheriffs Department”. Nordman told 
investigators that he could hear “scurrying” noises coming from inside the motel 
room. He also heard two popping sounds which he thought might have been .22 
caliber gunfire. Other deputies arrived at the scene, and an attempt was made to 
force entry into room lll A woman’s voice crying for help could be heard inside 
the room. When the door was partially opened, Deputy Adams could see Tetrick 
holding a large knife. Adams yelled several times for Tetrick to drop the knife. 
Tetrick forced the door shut, and the dead bolt was locked from the inside. 


Fearful for Ms veut being, Deputy Brev a large rock through the 
motel window. After the glass was cleared from the broken window and the drapes 
were pulled aside, deputies could see Ms] binned on the floor. Tetrick was 
standing over her, holding a large knife in his right hand. He slashed at her several 
times while she held her hands up in a defensive position. She was bloody and 
screaming for help “at the top of her lungs”. As Tetrick moved to get a clear path to 
stab Ms SN lec again for him to drop the knife. When it appeared to 

hat Tetrick was about to stab Ms ired one round from his 
handgun. Tetrick fell to the bed, and deputies entered the room. They removed the 
Knife from his hand, put him on the floor and handcuffed him. Medical assistance 
was summoned. Tetrick was pronounced dead at 6:20 a.m. 


Investigators found two syringes in the bathroom, and some marijuana in the 
bedroom. Investigators also recovered a large knife from the floor where the 
deputies tossed it when they first entered the motel room. Ms pac been cut 
several times and was taken to the local hospital for treatment. Photographs taken 
of Ms show a considerable amount of blood on her clothing. 
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On March 9, 1997, Lisa Scheinin, M.D., Deputy Medical Examiner, performed an 
autopsy on the body of Todd Tetrick. She ascribed the cause of death to a single 
gunshot wound. His post-mortem blood was analyzed. Marijuana was present in 
his blood along with 0.11 micrograms per milliliter of amphetamine and 1.80 
micrograms per milliliter of methamphetamine. 


Tetrick was on © the time of this incident. He had suffered 


CONCLUSION 


California law permits the use of deadly force in self-defense or in the defense of 
another if it reasonably appears to the person claiming the right of self-defense or 
the defense of another that he actually and reasonably believed that he was in 
imminent danger of great bodily injury or death. People v. Williams (1977) 75 Cal. 
App. 3d 731. 


In protecting himself or another, a person may use all force which he believes 
reasonably necessary and which would appear to a reasonable person, in the same or 
similar circumstances, to be necessary to prevent the injury which appears to be 
imminent. CALJIC 5.30. 5.32. 


Where the peril is swift and imminent and the necessity for action immediate, the 
law does not weigh into nice scales the conduct of the assailed and say he shall not 
be justified in killing because he might have resorted to other means to secure his 
safety. People v. Collins (1961) 189 Cal. App. 2d 575. 


When Deputy Man i others arrived at the motel, they were faced with an 
life 


immediate, reatening situation. They knew that Tetrick was armed with a 
Knife and acting irrationally. Whe as able to see into the motel room, he 
could see that Tetrick was about to- iven the circumstances, he 


had no other reasonable alternative ‘but to shoot Tetrick. In so doing, he in all 
likelihood saved Ms BB fe. 
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It is the conclusion of this office that Deputy YAA lawfully in defense of Ms. 
We are therefore closing our file and will take no further action in this 


matter. 
Very truly yours, 


GIL GARCETTI 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY 


ROBERT P. HEFLIN 
Assistant District ie 


e puty District ge torney 


DA 3) 974-7435 


